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IV. A Letter from Dr William Oliver to the Pub-
lifber, giving bis Remarks in a late Fourney into Den-
mark and Holland.

He Colleges and Schools in Copenbagen, both as to their
_ Structure and Foundations, are very ordinary : The
be{¥ T faw there was the Gift of the Learned Borichius, and
confifts of twelve Apartments for as many Students, which
ate conveniently provided with Stoves for their manner of
Yiving in that cold Country. Therc is in it a {mall School
for publick Exercifes, and a little Library belonging to théir
Colledge 5 the reft of the Students, except onc hundred
maintained by the King in {mall Colleges, live at Lodgings
in the City, as at Leyder and other Univerfities abroad,
who when the Swedes threaten’d them with a Bombard-
ment in the year 1700, formed themfelves into a Batallion,
and did Duty there, all the while the Enemy was on the
Mland of Zcaland. There are in this Univerfity, ercGed
about two hundred years ago, about a thoufand Students,
and fometimes they have had near fifteen hundred.

The Univerfity Library, over onc of their Churches, in
one large Room, confifts of feveral Libraries, the Gift of
particular men which are kept apart, with the Benefactors
names over them in Capital Letters.  The Royal Library,
belonging to the King, confifts of a great variety of Bocks,
well condition’d and well chofen, of all Languages 5 the
Books of each Country being placed by themf{elves: The
Room is large and well built, and has a large Gallery fup-
rorted by Pillars on cach fide. If Gudius’s Library at Gluck-
fiadt be added to this, as I was told it wou'd, this Library
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may be reckon’d of the firlk Rank of the Ewopaan Libra:
rics.

The Kings Chambers of . Rarities are in all eight, large
and well built over the Royal Library : They are furnithed
with great varicty of Natural and Artificial Curiofitics. The
firlt contains Coins and Medals, Gold and Silver; Modern
and Antique 5 Grecian, Roman, Danifp and Oldenburgh
befides other Europear Nations, diftinétly kept by thcm-
felves, which make altogether a very valuable Colleétion.
Amongft the Natural Curiofitics which are in the other
Chambers, the moft remarkable are 5 ,

1. The Petrified Child : This is the fame Child- that Bar-
tholine makes mention of in his Hift. Anat. Parews, Licetus
de Monfiris, & c. who at large will acquaint you with the
Hiftory. This happen'd at Sens in Champaign, anno 1582.
when it was Cut out of its Mother’s Belly, whcre it was
fuppofed to have Jain about eight and twenty years.

That it's an Humance Fetws, and not Artificial, is vifible
to our Eye. The upper part of it is of a Gypfeous Na-
ture, not fo hard as the lower, the Thighs and But-
tocks being hard and perfe& Stonc as can be, of a ‘Red
Colour, and of a Grain and«Superfice exa&tly like thofc
I have fcen taken out of the Bladder. T had the Curiofity
to have it near me ; and touch’d and felt it all over.
This was convey'd firft to Paris, and there bought by
a Gold{mith of Venice ; from whom at Venice, Frederick
the Third, King of Denmark, purchas’dit, and added it
to his Rarities. ,

2. Two Elephants Teceth, that weigh an hundred and
fifty pounds apiece, '

3. Several Hcads of Harces, with divers {ort of Horns,
brought out of Suxory.

4. An Egg, faid to be laid by a Woman, of the ordina-
ry {ize of a Pullets Egg. This OL Wormins tells us was
fent him by very good hands, and Corfirm’d by people of
Credit : He tells us, the Woman brought forth two, with
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the afaal Chitdsbéd-laboutiiPains 5. ber Neiglibours being
call'd in to her affitance, the firlt they broke, and found
a Yolk and a White, as in that of a Hen ; the fecond was
kept and fent to him.  Vid. Muf: Worm. p. M. 312. Fo. Rbod.
Cent. 3. dbf 57: ‘

5. The:Horn of & Sea Unicorn, or Monoceros, 1o.called
by the Learucd, Dbecanfe fuppofed  to have butonz: But
{fometimes more arc found to grow out of theiupper Jaw s
and [ was credibly informed at Copenbagen, that one Koens,
a Hamburger, - brought home from Greenland the Head of
onc of thefe with two Horns on it.  And when I faw this,
and Examin’d it well, T found this Horn (part of the Head
and upper Jaw-being brought home with 1t, ) not to grow
out of the Middle, but Left fide of the upper Jaw 3 {o that
tis probable there was a fellow, and then they may be faid
more properly to be his Teeth or Tusks than his Horns :
Whither this was only a Lufus Nature or no, ot naturally
thefe carry only one Horn, as they are reprefented in the
Cuts and Figures our Naturalifts give us of them, T (hall not
determine.

6. Several pieces of Gold Oar very rich, and fome al-
mott fine, dug out of-thc Mines of Norway and Hungary.

7. Several large pieces of Silver Oar, dug alfo out of the
Mines of Norway, one of which wecigh'd five hundred and
fixty pounds, anno 1666, five foot and fix inches long, and
four foot about, valued at five thoufand Crowns : Another
from Norway, al{o valued at three thoufand two hundred
feventy two Crowns. 1 obferv’d a  great many Silver
‘Threads or Trees {prouting out of thefe two pieces, and
fancy the whole Mafs had not above a fourth part of any
hafer Metal, Miaeral or Earth mixt with it: There are fe-
veral of thefe Silver Ramifications or Trees, all from Nor-
way, which I take to be Virgin Silver and pure Metal,

8. A great variety of very large picces of Ambers fome
dug out of the 1land of Anaker near Copenbagen, and fome
when they were opening the Ditches for +the Fortiﬁcation;
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of Copenhagen : Somc of thele weigh about forty. of fifty
ounces, and were found cvery where fficking faflt to piccés
of black Timber like Ebony. Whither Ambcr bt of 'the
Vegetadfc or Mineral Kingdom, wou'd be too long a
difpute at prefent to be determin’d 5 all I fhall fay at this
time on this mattcr is, That thc Obfervations I made,
when in Poland and Pruffia, where I havc {een great quan-
titics fithed out of the Sca every day, and dug out the
Earth, incline me to the former; nor can I conceive how
thofc Animals, that are found intomb’d in Amber, "and are
moft of them, if not all, Inhabitants of the furfacc of the
Earth, fhou'd be caught in it, if it were only a Liquid when
in the Bowcls of the Earth.

9. A numcrous Collection of . very large Branches. of Co-
ral, White and Red, and one Black.

10. A large pair of Stags Horns growing out of a picce
of Wood, after a very ftrange manncr.

11. Arother Branch of a Stags Horn, with a large piece
of Wood naturally adhering to the topof it ; the top of
the Horn picrcing the very body of the Wood, and grow-
ing {ome Inches beyond it.

12. A Sheep, with a Horn growing out of its fide about
a foot long. ,

13, I meafured the Thigh-bone of a Humane Body I
fuppofe, that was thrce foot and three inches long 5 the
Hcad.was two foot and five inches round, and the middle
of it was nineteen inches and a half about.

14 Two very large Scollop Shells, that weigh two hun-
dred twenty four pounds each.

15. A picce of Marble, with a Nattiral reprefentation of
a Crucifix on its outfide, mightily valued by the Lutherans.
And I remember Dr Hartman, who wrote de Succino Pruffi-
aco, in the year eighty five, fhew'd me at Koningsherg in
Prujjia, a picce of Whitith Amber, having 2 Woman with
a Child in her Arms, -prettily reprefented by variety of
Colours on the Superfice 5 I fufpeted it to b: Artifici-
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al, but he affured me-the contrary, - and kept it very: Reli-
gioufly. o , o
There were befidés thefe ja great many morc Naturl
Raritics, which my fhort {tay there would not permit me
to examine.

Among the Artificial Curiofitics,

I obferv'd,

1. A Skcleton made of Ivory in imitation of a Humane
Skeleton, two foot and fix inches long, fo Artificially and
Curioufly put together, * that any one well skill'd in Ofteo-
logy may take it for a Natural one.

2. Two Crucifixcs of [vory, with the whole Hiftory of
our Saviour’s Paflion, extremely well carved and expreft,
and arc both a very pretty Curiofity. T faw there a great
varicty of Nicknacks made of Ivory, curioufly wrought
on the outfide : A {mall Man of War of Ivory, with Sil-
ver Guns in it 5 feveral fmall Sloops and Galleys of
the fame, and one of the Unicorns-Horn, with a Gold
Anchor.

3. A Watch made of Ivory, withall its Wheels and Mo-
tions.  Scveral other Utenfils made of Ivory and Unicorns
Horn, prettily Carved and Turn'd : Befides fome others
ot kbony, Heart Oak, Box, Amber, “Silver, Brafs, .
which are kept together for the Curiofity of the Work-
manthip.

4. In another Chamber there is nothing bat the Gar-
ments, Arms, and Utealls of Indiars, Turks, Greenlasders,
and other Barbarous Nations, which for their number and
Varicty cntertain the Eye with a very agreeable Pleafure.

5. A Purlpettive of the tate King of Denmark’s Family,
shie Queens Yace beiug in the middle, and eight Princes and
Princetles round her, yar all Ciub to make the Face of the
Kiz, throa hole of a Glafs Tube.
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_ 6. Six Golden Sepulchral Urns, found in the Hand of
Fuenen, anno 1685. by a Boor there, as he.was plowing
his Land 5 they were full of Afhes or a greyith Earth when
found. The biggeft is two ounces and a half, the other
five about two ouvaces and a drachm. This conﬁrms the
accounts given us by Suxo Gramumaticns, Olaws Wormins and
others, tha\t it was a very ancient Cuftorm among the Nor-
thern Nations to bura their Dead, and then bury their Col-
lcQed Afhes in Golden Urns. They were very thin, and
had thre: Rings of Gold round their Necks, and feveral
Circles one W{thln another, with- one . Common Center
carv’d on the outfide round the body of the Urn. They
held between four and five ounces of Liguaids.

- 7. Another Sepulchral Urn of Cryftal, of a Conical fi-
gure, found near Bergen in Norway about thi riy years fince,
with a Gold Wire about it, that weighs eight cunces.:

8. I faw in another. Chamber feveral Ors s, Lachrynales,,
in which were colletted the Tears of Friends, which after-
wards the old Romans mix’'d with the Afhes of the Dead :
Thefe were fome of Glafs, ani fome of Earth, and -of
feveral fizes. Brafs Lamps of feveral Magmtudcs and
Shapes ; fome of other Meta,s others. of Earth, in the
‘Shape of Animals or Idols, that were woﬂhxppd by the
Antients. The Stilus fnens of the Romians, the one end
fharp, the other blunt, the firft to write with, the other to
rub out what was written. =

9. The large Danifb Hern of pure Gold, weéighs an huns
dred two ounces and an half, is two foot. and nine inches
long, and holds about two quarts of our meafure : This
Horn was found azno 1639. accidentally by a Country Girl
in the Diocefe of Rippon in Futland : "Tis, no doubt, fome
Runick piece of great Antiquity by the Figures Larvd on
the outfide, which feem to be Hieroglyphicks, Meonftrous
Shapes of Dev1ls Hobgoblins, .  perhaps fome of thefe
might reprefent their Gods,  and probab]y this Horn was
“ufod in their Sacrifices, as of old among the Ajj)hﬁ?; arid
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other ancient Nations, who were wont on Solemn occafi-
ons to Entertain the Croud with mighty noifes of Horns
and Trumpets, or rather to drink out of at their Solemn
Treats.

10. The Olderbnrg Horn of pure Silver, gilt with Gold,
and varioufly Enamell’d with Green and Purple Colours,
and weighs about four pounds. The Dawifh Antiquaries tell
us {trange Fabulous Stories of this Horn, which I (hall omit
at prefent 5 only obferving, that whereas they fay this
Horn was given to Earl Otho of Oldenburg, anno 989, by
the Workmantfhip of it ’tis plain it cannot be of that date
for the Figures and Characters Engravid and Embofs’d on
its outfide are Modern ; which, with the Enamelling and
other Ornaments, all curioufly done, pleafe the fight migh-
tily, and make a very fine, as well as valuable Curiofity. [
fourd in the {ame Chamber 2 great many Horns of this
kind, fome in Metal, fome of Bullocks Horns tipp’d with
Gold about the Edges, others of Ivory, Unicorns Horns,
. all prettily wrought on the outfide with a great va-
riety of Emblematical Fancies, according to the humours of
thofe Countries and Times they were made in ; which were
fo many Cups to drink out of at their Solemn Entertain-
ments 3 and this of Oldenburg was finer than the reft, be-
caufe defign’d for the Royal Table. 'Tis faid to be made
by Command of Chriftian the Firlt, who lived in the fif-
teenth Century, and did it in honour of the three Kings of
Cullein.

I went one day afhore on' the Hland of Weewer, which
our Sailors call Searlet Ifland, front a Fradition,that Q. Elz.
offer’d as much Scarlet Cloath for it'as wou'd cover it. This
Hland is now an appendix to Schowen in Sweden; not above
half a league from the Main Land. Here I obferv'd the
Ruins of Tychke Brake's Caftle, which he built on this
illand, given him by King Ferdinand, who fupplyed him
with Money for the carrying it on in-the year 1567: This
Caftle was built in the middle of the Ifland, but is now de-
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molifh’d, and quite raz’d to the Ground, and all the Vanlts
and Under-ground Works fill'd up except the large Obfet-
vatory, which Gaffendus tells us, in the Life of this Noble
Dane, was ditinguifb’d from all the reft of his Apartments
under-ground, that were very many, by a folid round
Stone Wall, part of which remains ftill. This was his
great Obfervatory, and was call’d by him Stelleburgurs, ot
the City of Stars; as the Calilc was Oraniburguni, or the
City of the Hcavens. The Situation was pleafant no
- doubt, it being on a very little rifing ground, in the middie
of a plain Ifland, not above three miles round. The fame
Author tells us, the King of Denmark’s Liberality was o
great towards this Learned man, that the beft Workmen
were employ'd about it, and every thing well contriv'd
both for pleafure and conveniences of room, for Inftruments
and Aftronomical Obfervations above and under ground,
befides noble Gardens, Fith-ponds and a Park : But the Fate
of War between Swedern and Denmark, {omctimes onc being
Malter, and f{ometimes the other, of this Ifland, no onc
Stone is left of this Magnificent Supertru¢ture.  His Inftru-
ments, that were very fine, are now fcatter'd up and down
in Germany, and fome few rcmain in Copenbagen 5 his own
Caleftial Globe I faw there in the Rowz Tower, which was
fix foot and three quartcrs in Diameter.

‘This Tower was built 16o1. for the making Aftronomi-
cal Obfervations, near the Royal College in Copenhager, and
1s above a hundred and fifty foot high, whofe 4res on the
top is fixty foot diameter: The paflage up to it is large
enough for two Coaches, and the Afcent {o cafic and hard-
ly perceivable, that it fervid for a placc of Parade for their
Gentry, when they had a2 mind to take the Air in their
Coaches, riding up to the top, and fo round the Ring, as
well as for an Obfervatory,

But Monfieur Romer, the great Mathematicizn and Aftro-
nomer of the prefent Age, has convertcd the upper part of
this Tower now to other ufcs, where in a dark Room he
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has his InCtroments for obfcrvation. Here I faw his Ma.
chinc tor obferving the Stars by day =, There is a Peie cight
or ten foor long, erclted perpeadiculac in the Cenrer of an
EquinoCrial Plain; onthe top ot this Pole is faften'd a
Tciefcope, not mich above three toot long, which runs
thro’ che Roof of the Chamber, whofe Elevation is direét-
¢d by an Aftronomical Dial upon the Equincétial Plain,
with an Index fitted to it for that purpofe, which dcter-
wines it to the Star he has a mind to obferve at any time,

He is faid to be the Inventer of two other Machines of
great artifice and ufe : By the one he will (hew at any time
the Station of any Planct, according to the Copernican Hy-
pothefis 5 by the other he will demenltrate all the Edliptes
of Sun or Moon paft or to come.

There is befides 21l thefe, in the Kings Houfe in the
Garden  at Copenhagen, a Royal Throne all of Unicorns
idorn, on which ail the Kings of Denmark arc [cated at
their Coronation 5 but this, when I was there, with the
rct of the Regalia, was f{ecured and carried away, Decauofe
they wou'd have been too much expofed had the King of
Sweden Bombarded this Town, as it was fear’d, when he
landed on the Ifland, being but a little within the Wall to-
wards the Land fide.

In the year 1685. 1 was at Koningsberg in Pruffzz, where
I faw the Knife which was {wallow’d by a Prujfian Boor ;
who being Crop-fick one morning, thruft the Haft of his
¥nife down his Throat, in order to make himielt difcharge
what offinded his Stomach 5 but forcing the Knifz too far,
it {lipt down his Gullet into his Stomach : from whence it
wwas taken out by an Incifion on the Left fide, a little below
cic Short Rabs, with that fuccefs, that he lived feveral
vears after it in very good health.  This happen'd in the
year 1635.  The Operation was perform’d by Dr Dawiel
Gwab, a Phyfician and Surgeon, and the Knife is kept in a
velvet Bag in the Kingof Pruffia’s Library, where 1 {aw it
! meafured it by an Englifh Foot Rule 1 had then in my
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Pocket, and found it to be of our meafure but fix Inches
and about a half long, as ’tis exprefs’d in the Cuts given us
of it.  What their Authorsmean, by faying the Knife was
decem tranfverfos digitos longum, 1don’t know 5 but this has
made the Story ridiculous to a great many people, who
will hardly be perfwaded, that any body can pafs through
the fornix palati, or Vuult of his Mouth, a Kuife of that
length in a right line.

I made cnquiry concerning it, and was very well affured
by feveral people of the Town the matter of faét was
truc 3 and ‘tis hard to think, the King of Polard, who
was then at Koniugsberg, the Government of the City,
and the College of Phyficians, who were confulted upon
the Operation 5 and, tegether with his Polih Majclty,
were Ey= witnefles of it, fhoud by the Certificates they
have publifh'd of it in Print, Contrive to impofe a Cheat
upon the World. And I remember, talking one day with
onc Mr Taylor, a Scotch Merchane in Koningsberg, he told
me, that Andrew Grunhcide, for that was the mans name,
was his particular Friend and Acquaintanccs that he faw
his Wound fcveral times when his Surgeons drefs'd him,
and was Godfather to oncor two of his Children after his
Recovery.

When I was laft in Amflerdam, 1 had the Curicfity to go
to 4 Tavern, where the Malter was very Curious in Birds,
and had a grest variety of fome very uncommon oncs;
amongft which, in a Chamber by itfelf, he thow'd me a
Cage with a Bird in it a lictle Figger than a Capon, which
he valued as a great Rarity. and told me it cot him near
a hundred pounds Sterling: Me takes a Great frem every
body that is admitted ro fee it, I muft needs fay I never
faw a more beavtiful Creaturc inall my lifcs in Body fome-
what like a Hawk, but its Head and Neck bald like a Vul-
ture, only a few fhort Feathers over his Eyes like Eye- brows,
his Eycs were pretty large, and the Jris of a very fine bright
Pear! Colcur, which gave a great beauty to this Bird.  The
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Colnnr of his F-athers is fo curioully mixt with that variety
tuat no Painter cun 'mitate them, and entertains the Eve
with a great deai of pleafure : * His Bill and Head i1 {bepe
are more like the Eaglc than the Vulwure, tho I take it to
be of the kind of the latter, but of the lefler {ort.

This Bird came from Carthagena in America, and may be
defcrib'd thus :  Vultur Americanus minor Carthagene Lorpore
Flegant; & plumis admodum Concinme variegatis. 1 prefume
this Bird can hardly be of the fame kind with thofe Vul-
turs Monardes tells vs of in the Iflands ncar Lima in Pera,
that prey’d on their living Cattel in the Fields, if not care-
fully watch’d by their Keepers.

did not fee the Cherry-ftone in the King of Denmark’s
Cabinet, which I was told had fome hundreds ot Heads
engraved on the outfide of it 5 but I remember an Englifh
Gentleman fhew'd me once in Holland, in the year 87, a
Cherry-ftone of this kind with 2 hundred and twenty tour
Heads on the outfide of it, fo that you might diftinguith
with the naked Bye, Popes, Emperors, Kings and Cardinals,
by their Crowns and Mitres. "Twas bought in Pruffia,
where it was made for three hundred pounds Englifh, and
is now in London, there having been a Law-fuit not long
iince commenc'd about it in Chancery.  Whither this or any
Artificial Curiofities before-mention'd of Ivory, &. may
compare with Homer in a Nutfhell 2 or the Ivory Ants and
other {mall Creatures faid to be made by Callicrates, whofe
parts were {o very (mall, that no body cou’d fee them, fo as
to diftinguith onc from another, but he that made them ?
or the Ivory Chariot made by Mermecides, which a Fly
cover’d with his Wing, and a Ship of the fame hid under
the Wing of a Bec #  Aund if thofe things betruc, as Pliny
and Solinus tells us, whether the Ancients have not out-
done us in fuch kind of Impertinencies, 1 fubmit to your
Tudgment.
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